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Good afternoon,

Wildwood School’s Summer Extension Program will begin on July 7, 2021 and will conclude on August
17, 2021 for students.  We will be providing in-person learning and services during this time.  Our goal is
to open the Latham, Curry Road, and Altamont Program Sites fully in-person 5 days a week.

Staffing patterns and additional environmental modifications to the Altamont Program site are critical in
order to fully open all three sites in-person, while maintaining the health and safety of our staff and
students.  As we have previously communicated, staffing patterns have been particularly challenging this
year due to COVID-19 related absences due to symptoms, testing, exposures and quarantines as well as
staff absences due to childcare needs due to exposures at school or daycare.  There are also some
vacant positions we continue to recruit for.  We are hopeful that with the ongoing recruitment efforts,
increase in vaccination rates and the downward trend of COVID in general, we will reach our goal to
operate all three programs in-person 5 days a week. We will continue to evaluate our staffing levels and
our ability to complete the additional environmental modifications at the Altamont Program, through May
and the first half of June, before we finalize our plan.  This will be communicated to staff, families, and
school districts on or before June 15, 2021.

In the event that we cannot support opening 3 program sites, we will consider the following options:

● Option 1 - All three program sites are open but Altamont will only have 4 High School Classrooms
in-person 5 days a week.  Intermediate and Elementary Students would program at Curry Road 5
days a week in-person.

● Option 2 - The Altamont, Curry Road, and Latham program sites will be in-person 4 days a week
in-person and remote 1 day, similar to this school year, assigning all classrooms a remote
learning day, for the purpose of redeploying staff for coverage in other classrooms.

The rationale for choosing only the High School students, to be scheduled, at Altamont, is this may be the
last opportunity for some students to attend before transitioning to the Young Adult Program.  The
elementary and intermediate will have multiple opportunities in future summers.

Wildwood Programs is a non-profit, non-sectarian organization that serves people with developmental disabilities,complex learning
disabilities and autism. Wildwood is affiliated with the Learning Disabilities Association of America (LDA).
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The return to in-person learning 5 days a week would benefit everyone, especially our students.  We
remain committed to putting all efforts into staffing considerations and environmental modifications as we
plan Wildwood School’s Summer Extension Program. Communication to staff, families, and school
districts on the final plans for the Summer will be sent on or before June 15, 2021.  We appreciate your
understanding and flexibility during these challenging times.

Wilford M. LeForestier Jr.
Wildwood School
2995 Curry Road
Schenectady, NY 12303
Director of Education
518-836-2200
bleforestier@wildwoodprograms.org
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